
ACTIVE PARROTING! 
It is time to put our focus on our second quarter Active Parroting fund raiser! Here is 
your chance to help Veterans and Animals in need, all while sitting in the comfort of 
your house. Seriously, we couldn’t have made it any easier for you to ‘do good’!   
 
This quarter our attention is focused on:  

Huntsville Got Your Six Service Dog Training 
 

How important is this charity you may ask?  CBS embedded news reporter Mark 
Strassman interviewed a Lt. Colonel serving in Baghdad in the fall of 2006. When 
questioned about how his soldiers were holding up, he responded in frustration, 
stating: “We’re at war, America’s at the mall.” He felt his soldiers had been forgotten. 
Fast forward another decade and America is still at the mall, and our soldiers are still 
at war.  
 
As we go about our daily lives, it may be easy for forget that we have had soldiers 
fighting a war for the past 17 years. Currently, 2.7 million men and women have been 
to the war zones of Iraq and Afghanistan; over half of them have been deployed 
more than one time. As you read this, there are over 8,400 military members serving in 
those war zones.  
 
Sadly, for some the war doesn’t end when they get home. At the present time, 
approximately 12% of veterans suffer from some form of post-traumatic stress 
disorder. This may be mild, such as a reaction to loud noises or difficulty being in a 
crowd; or it may be severe leading to night-terrors, anxiety, withdrawal from social 
activities, and even suicide. We are losing our veterans to suicide at a rate of 22 a 
day. 
 
The evidence is clear - for those who are suffering the effects of PTSD a service dog 
can be a lifeline to regaining their normal independence. But service dogs are 
expensive (about $25,000 per dog) and the cost is often well out of reach of the 
average military soldier.  
 
As a dedicated and certified dog trainer, this is where Laurel Rose, founder of 
Huntsville GY6 stepped in to help. Laurel brought together a team of qualified trainers 
and working with the VA has offered service dog training free of charge for the 
veteran. Training takes approximately 18 months from onset to certification. As 
training progresses, the teams, with Laurel’s guidance, are placed in situations that 
often trigger PTSD responses, such as grocery stores and shopping areas. As Laurel 
uses rescue dogs in her mission, the results are amazing for the dog and the soldier – 
a life of purpose and happiness are regained for both. 
 
As a small local charity however, there is no money for needed supplies and they 
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struggle to provide what is needed. So, how can you help? This week you will receive an email with links 
for various items that are needed in training a service dog. Items range in price from $15 to $39. All you 
have to do is click on the link (which will take you to Amazon) for the item you would like to donate and 
mail the item to Karie Helms. At a future group meeting we will present Laurel Rose with all of the items 
raised for GY6 along with our thanks to the men and women who serve our nation.  
 
Please consider donating – the grand total of everything on the wish list is only $822 – can we make this a 
home run for GY6? With your help, we can!! 

 
 

 
 

 
ARE YOU A PUSHY PARROT? 

 
Are there times you have wanted to ‘push 
around’ our fearless leader? Well, here is 
your chance! 

 
Please join us June 30th for the maiden 
voyage of our Calypso Castaways Ainsley’s 
Angels Chariot during the:  
 
             Rolling in the Rocket City 5K 
 
Can you run? Can you run like a herd of 
turtles through mud during a wind storm?    
If so, you qualify to be a part of the team 
that ‘pushes Greg around!’ 
 
The race is 3.1 miles and we already have 
three volunteers. The more the merrier – 
and the easier! Please register today and 
join the Calypso Crew as we roll through the 
Rocket City for a good cause! Click the link to 
register below: 
 
https://register.chronotrack.com/r/32943 
 
 

SUMMER HOUSE POOL PARTY & BBQ! 
June 16th at the home of Eddie and Ruby Winkles 

211 Deerfoot Dr. Madison, AL  
                           Swimming and Social begins at 2:00 pm 

                              BBQ Dinner 5:00 pm 
 

C                                  Come Welcome Summer and Have Some Fun! 
 

PARROTHEAD HUMOR 
 

Why did the parrot wear a raincoat? 
 

Because she wanted  
to be Polyunsaturated! 

 

Are you wondering what is for dinner? 
How about some Mexican food with your friends!?!? 

 
Please join us for your Calypso GROUP MEETINGS 

Which are held the THIRD Thursday of the month at  
ROSIE’S on University. 

5-6 is social hour 
6-7 dinner and meeting 

 
April 19th – Laurel Rose, Founder of GY6 will be with us to answer 
any questions you may have about Service Dog training. Please 
come and show her our Calypso support! 

 

Don’t Forget! 
T-Shirt Deadline is Thursday, April 19, 2018 
If you have something you would like added to your Calypso 

Telegraph please be sure and submit it by the 2nd Friday of the 
month. If you have pictures – please include them! Email 

submissions to karie.helms@gmail.com 


